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Micah: Introduction, outline and study of 1:1-7

Micah 1:1-7
The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings
of Judah—the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

2 Hear, you peoples, all of you,
listen, earth and all who live in it,

that the Sovereign Lord may bear witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple.

3 Look! The Lord is coming from his dwelling place;
he comes down and treads on the heights of the earth.

4 The mountains melt beneath him
and the valleys split apart,

like wax before the fire,
like water rushing down a slope.

5 All this is because of Jacob’s transgression,
because of the sins of the people of Israel.

What is Jacob’s transgression?
Is it not Samaria?

What is Judah’s high place?
Is it not Jerusalem?

6 “Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of rubble,
a place for planting vineyards.

I will pour her stones into the valley
and lay bare her foundations.

7 All her idols will be broken to pieces;
all her temple gifts will be burned with fire;
I will destroy all her images.

Since she gathered her gifts from the wages of prostitutes,
as the wages of prostitutes they will again be used.”

Introduction
The books of the minor prophets are not of minor importance.

The prophet Jeremiah quoted Micah.  Jesus quoted Micah in Matthew 10:34-36.

Who is Micah?
Not to be mistaken with Micaiah son of Imlah, 1 Kgs 22:8-28

We are dealing with Micah of Moresheth Gath (Micah 1:14).

Micah (same root as Michael) means “Who is like the Lord?” His name summarises his message.

Where did he live?
Micah is identified with his place of origin.

Moresheth is 20/25 miles southwest of Jerusalem near the border between Judah and the Philistines.

This is the modern- Tell-ej Judeideh,

He’s a man from the country, from outside the centre of power, sent to the city to bring the word of the LORD.

He is a prophet of oppressed middle classes. (McComiskey)

We really don't know anything about Micah's background or call, but we do know that he had a strong sense of
his own calling as a prophet. ( Micah 3:8.)

“He removes the veil of modesty by telling us that in contrast to false prophets, who like most men were filled
with self ambition, he was filled with zeal for the oppressed, the telltale sign that he was filled with the Lord’s
Spirit.”  McComiskey



He delivers judgment through tears. (McComiskey)

“Micah preached and prophesied from a broken heart and God blessed him in a remarkable way.”

John Blanchard

When did he live?
Micah had a public ministry and profile of about 25-40 years spanning the reigns of three kings of Judah...
Jotham (750–735 B.C.),
Ahaz (735–715),
and Hezekiah (715–687).

This was about the same time as Hosea and Isaiah

Both kingdoms are under threat during his lifetime. The political and military aspect is complex.

He probably also saw the Lord’s dramatic rescue of Jerusalem from the Assyrians during Hezekiah’s reign.

Purpose and Background
The society Micah portrays is not much different from what we see in the news today.

Pressure from two angles: moral corruption internally and the threat of Assyria externally.

There are other prophetic voices- but this is where discernment is needed- there are plenty of false prophetic
voices. Micah 6:6-11; Micah 2:11

Micah’s call was not an easy one.

Style
“The book of Micah is not a neat and tidy arrangement of directly related themes following a clear pattern.”

John Blanchard

“The writing is pungent, an d personal. Micah was trenchant, touching, and tender. He was realistic and
reportorial—he would have made a good war correspondent.” J Vernon McGee

Micah writes to bring God’s “lawsuit” against his people (3:8).

If God takes a legal case against you- then you are in trouble.

Micah lists specific sins of both the northern and southern kingdoms.

These sins include:
● idolatry (1:7; 5:12–14);
● the seizure of property (2:2, 9);
● the failure of civil leadership (3:1–3, 9–10; 7:3),
● religious leadership (3:11),
● and prophetic leadership (3:5–7, 11);
● offering sacrifice without truly repenting (6:6–7);
● and corrupt business practices and violence (6:10–12).

Both Assyria (5:5–6) and Babylon (4:10) are being prepared ready to carry out God’s judgment.

Themes
God’s response to human sin. (1:2–5; 2:3; 6:1–2, 9–11).

How God will allow an oppressor to carry out his judgment (1:15; 4:11; 5:1, 5–6) in line with his covenant-
(6:13–16)

Micah points us to a Shepherd-King deliverer. (2:12–13; 4:6–8; 7:14, 18).

He tells us to return our focus in worship to the Lord.
He talks about/to the other nations.  (Mic. 4:1–5; 7:12; compare Isa. 2:2–5).



There is a message of grace which continues despite judgment (Mic. 7:18–20)

Forgiveness is possible because of God’s faithfulness (7:20).

Outline of the book
The word "Hear" or "Listen" gives shape to the book: 1:2, 3:1 and 6:1 corresponding to a threefold division

“In some of the books written by the Minor Prophets we are told virtually nothing about the author. In others it
is difficult to be sure when the book was written. In a few it is not easy to determine to whom they were
originally addressed. In the case of Micah all three issues are resolved in the first verse.”    John Blanchard

Chapter 1:1
Micah defines the scope of his prophecy.

The focus is on the divine origin of the prophet’s message.

The Announcement of Judgment on Israel and Judah (1:2–2:13)

Micah looks to both the northern and southern kingdoms.
Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom: Israel.
Jerusalem was the capital of the southern kingdom: Judah.

1:2-5
Poetic and dramatic scene setting,

Verses 2-9 make up a poem, and in the original language there are 2 stanzas: Verses 2-5 and 6-9.

God is breaking in and Micah wants people to take notice.

Micah doesn’t just summon Judah and Israel- but the whole earth. 1 Peter 4:17

God does not treat sin and injustice lightly.

1:6-7
Micah prophesies the coming judgment on Samaria.

This was fulfilled in 722 B.C. when Samaria fell to the Assyrians and was completely destroyed.

"Golden images, of such monetary value yet so spiritually and politically worthless, were constructed from the
wages of cult prostitutes. The conquerors will break them up and use the money to repeat the same cycle.
Only the heart of depraved man could worship gods like that!" Waltke

Conclusion
Someone called the book- “An Isaiah in miniature.”

Micah focuses on moral and social problems- while Isaiah has more of a global scale.

There is both gloom and glory here.

Micah's message (even though he laments) also contains clear messages of hope.

At the end of chapters 2 and 7, along with chapters 4 and 5, we see that God will again have mercy on Judah.

Micah holds out the promise of both a Messiah and a messianic age when all people will flock to the Lord's
house.


