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General Introduction to the new studies and to the minor prophets

This term we will be looking at the following three books. Micah, Zephaniah and Nahum

Zephaniah 3:14ff

Sing, Daughter Zion;
shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
Daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm.
On that day
they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
do not let your hands hang limp.
The Lord your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.”

“I will remove from you
all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals,
which is a burden and reproach for you.
At that time I will deal
with all who oppressed you.
I will rescue the lame;
I will gather the exiles.
I will give them praise and honor
in every land where they have suffered shame.
At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you home.
I will give you honour and praise
among all the peoples of the earth
when I restore your fortunes
before your very eyes,”
says the Lord

What is a prophet
A prophet is a spokesperson.  2 Peter 1:21, Jerremiah 20:7-9

The immediate mission of most prophets was to save God's people from idolatry and wickedness

Prophets spoke to God’s word to the world they lived in and only sometimes proclaimed what would happen in
the future- but the fulfilled prophecies of these prophets are therefore a strong proof of inspiration.

Who are the major prophets?
The Major Prophets are made up:
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel.

Who are the minor prophets?
Everyone else is minor!

But ‘minor’ is not a value judgment.  Augustine came up with the term “Minor Prophets,” referring to the
relatively small size of their books by comparison with the major prophetic books.

“These final twelve books of the Old Testament have strange names and often use poetic language to
introduce people and stories that are literally thousands of years old.” Matthew Harmon

Are they are a unified group of books to be read and studied together?

You will read scholarly articles talking about “the book of the Twelve”

In Ecclesiasticus (an Apocryphal book written c. 190 b.c.), Jesus ben Sira speaks of “the twelve prophets”  as
a unit. (Ecclesiasticus 9:10)

Josephus was also aware of this grouping. (Against Apion, 1.8.3)
Chronology does not seem to be the only factor in how they are grouped together.

They may be ordered according to length- but with Jonah standing out as quite different to the others.



There is still work to do in ascertaining how they have been collected together.

“It is probable that historical research has not successfully uncovered the structure of the Twelve because that
structure is governed by literary principles” Paul R House

“Centuries ago the ancient community of faith joined these works and thereafter considered them one work.
This canonical action merits analysis, it must also be noted that the existence of the book in its final form
warrants a literary analysis.” Paul House

The ‘catchword’ pattern suggests they are designed to fit together. e.g.:

Joel 3:16 links to Amos 1:2 Micah 7:18 links to Nahum 1:3 Zephaniah 3:19 links to Haggai 1:2

A possible timeline of the prophetic books

NINTH CENTURY (EARLY ASSYRIAN PERIOD)
1. Obadiah (ca. 845 B.C)
2. Joel (ca 830 B.C.)
3. Jonah (790-750 B.C.)
This is during the period of "The Divided Kingdom" in
Israel's history; to the north and east the empire of
Assyria was beginning to make its presence known in
Israel

EIGHTH CENTURY (ASSYRIAN PERIOD)
1. Amos (755 B.C.)
2. Hosea (750-725 B.C.)
3. Isaiah (740-700 B.C.)
4. Micah (735-700 B.C.)
In 722 B.C., the northern kingdom of Israel was taken
into Assyrian captivity; these prophets were proclaiming
God's message as the nation was being threatened from
the north

SEVENTH CENTURY (CHALDEAN PERIOD)
1. Jeremiah (626-586 B.C.)
2. Zephaniah (630-625 B.C.)
3. Nahum (625-612 B.C.)
4. Habakkuk (625-605 B.C.)

Assyria was eventually defeated by Babylon;
these prophets served as God's messengers
when the Babylonian empire threatened
the kingdom of Judah

SIXTH CENTURY (THE EXILE)
1. Ezekiel (593-570 B.C.)
2. Daniel (605-536 B.C.)
Like many of their countrymen,
these prophets were taken into Babylonian captivity;
from Babylon they served as God's messengers to both
captives and kings

SIXTH AND FIFTH CENTURIES
(POST-EXILIC PERIOD)
1. Haggai (520 B.C.)
2. Zechariah (520-518 B.C.)
3. Malachi (ca. 440 B.C.)
After the Jews were allowed to return home from
Babylonian captivity, God used Haggai and Zechariah to
encourage the people to rebuild the temple; later,
Malachi was used to reform the priesthood during the
time of Ezra and Nehemiah

Why we should study these books?
They are not only of minor importance.

It may be easier to do so as a group study- rather than working through them individually at home.

There are no irrelevant bits of scripture. We need the whole bible.

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those
from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work” 2 Timothy 3:14-17

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.” Romans 15:4

“These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the
culmination of the ages has come.” 1 Corinthians 10:11



These books have so much to reveal to us of the character of God and the way he deals with people-
his judgment and his loving-kindness.

The theological message of the minor prophets revolves around the concepts of judgement and salvation.
They show us the two sides of the coin- God’s love and God’s justice.

They are not all doom and gloom- there is hope here too.

Many themes are shared with the New Testament and point us directly to the fulfilment we find in Christ…

Many of them are Messianic-
Fulfilment of prophetic themes in the New Testament:

Hosea 1–3 Mark 2:19–20; Ephesians 5:22–33
Jonah 4:2; Nahum 1:2–3 John 1:16–18; Revelation 19:11–21
Joel 1:2–2:11; Obadiah 1–16; Zephaniah 1:2–18 Acts 17:30–31; Matthew 27:32–56).

Micah 5:2–5; Amos 9:11–15; Zechariah 9:9; 14:9 Matthew 1:1 Ephesians 2:14; John 10:11–18
Hebrews 1:1–13; Revelation 21–22

How should we read these books?
We need to read them as of their time.

Therefore we need to take on board the political, social and religious conditions of the times

These books will give us insights into the challenges of life in the ancient near east- just as we watch the
ongoing conflicts of today..

“Anyone who reads the Minor Prophets and hears only words of recrimination and judgment has not read them
fairly” Thomas Edward McComiskey

“Within the dismal events these prophets describe lurks the hand of God, and beyond these events is the
bright prospect of a kingdom inaugurated by one whom Zechariah portrays as suffering betrayal, piercing and
eventual death.” Thomas Edward McComiskey

Ethical implications around social justice and concern for the poor.

The minor prophets also have plenty to say to those who are not Israel.

Why are we focusing on these particular books of the minor prophets?
These books will give a reasonable overview of the minor prophets.

Also- because many of us do not know all that much about these books.

Conclusion
“So, as we see the character of God in the Minor Prophets, our hearts are stirred with fresh wonder that he
took on flesh and dwelled among us.

As we see the depths of our own sin, our hearts are prompted to confess and turn away from them.

As we see the awful judgment that our sin deserves and that Jesus experienced in our place, our hearts are
moved with gratitude.

As we meet the all-powerful, perfectly righteous King of kings, we tremble at his holiness and authority, and
submit ourselves totally to his lordship.

As we see the promises of salvation that we now experience through the work of Jesus, our hearts are filled
with greater joy and assurance.

As we see the promises of the Spirit, that same Spirit witnesses to our hearts that we are children of God and
heirs of an eternal inheritance.” Matthew Harmon


