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Acts 19: 8-20 (NIV) 
 
Paul in Ephesus. 
8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they 
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the 
disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on 
for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the 
word of the Lord. 
 
11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons 
that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil 
spirits left them. 
 
13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord 
Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of the 
Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a 
Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I 
know, and Paul I know about, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who had the evil spirit 
jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out 
of the house naked and bleeding. 
 
17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all 
seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour. 18 Many of 
those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 19 A number 
who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When 
they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.[a] 20 In 
this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 
 
Recap: Paul is back in Ephesus – a major city and an influential one too on the eastern 
shore of the Aegean – (at least for now on both those counts, more on that later!) 
 
In the early verses of ch.19 Paul encounters a group of “disciples” who struck him as strange 
as they seemed not to have received the Holy Spirit upon coming to faith.   
 
It has been suggested that somehow this “identifies them as belonging to a residual pocket 
of Old-Testament, anticipatory faith that had somehow been bypassed by the news of Jesus’ 
redemptive work. They responded, ’We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Like 
Apollos, they had received John’s baptism of repentance but had not been baptised in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Paul even needed to inform them that Jesus was the Name of the 
Coming One for whom John prepared the way.” 
 
They needed to be brought up to date with God’s saving agenda. They are happy for that to 
happen. Like the Samaritan believers in chapter 8 and the Gentles in Cornelius’ house in 
chapter 10, this group made up of John’s disciples were joined to the one body of Christ. 
 
On Paul’s previous brief stop at Ephesus en route to Jerusalem, the Jews had asked him to 
stay and teach longer. Now, upon his return, they opened their synagogue for Paul to do 
just that. And he did. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts19:8-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27605a


Acts 19: 8-10.  
Luke writes, “And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, 
reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God” (v. 8). 
This was a highly unusual experience for Paul: three months of preaching without a riot! 
Though he initially faced an opposition-free period of preaching, eventually “some were 
hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude”. Paul 
eventually experienced opposition. 
 
“The imperfect tense of the verb shows that the hardening was a process. Over the course 
of Paul’s three-month ministry in the Ephesian synagogue, some hearts gradually 
hardened against the gospel. . . . Their refusing to repent and believe the gospel is 
classified as being “disobedient,” since belief is a divine command.” J.F. McArthur 
 
Our English word for “hardening of the arteries” is related to this Greek word and is 
called arteriosclerosis which is a serious, potentially fatal affliction, especially when it 
affects the coronary arteries. (The Greek word used here is σκληρύνω - skleruno) 
So, Paul protects impressionable listeners and young believers from the opponents’ verbal 
poison by moving to the lecture hall of Tyrannus, there continuing his public ministry for 
two more years. 
 
Paul took a principled stand and intentionally took away the disciples to a safer 
haven. In Luke’s language, he “departed from them and withdrew the disciples.” 
Though he was no stranger to persecution himself, there was no need to 
unnecessarily subject the young disciples to persecution. 
 
Probably Paul or, more likely, a rich supporter rented the hall, according to some ancient 
authorities, from eleven o'clock in the morning till four in the afternoon.  
That was the time in Ephesus when all were taking a siesta. The working day began at 
about seven in the morning. The shops closed at eleven and everyone went home until 
four when the shops reopened. Business went on until about nine-thirty at night. This was 
their normal day.  
 
Evidently the Apostle Paul made tents during the morning hours to support himself. But at 
eleven o'clock he came to the hall of Tyrannus and lectured for five hours every day for 
two years!  
 
Paul laboured hard during working hours, and then when there was opportunity for a 
break, he chose instead to labour in the Word. 
 
Barclay say this: “We are told that there would actually be more people sound asleep in 
Ephesus at 1 pm than at 1 am. What Paul must have done was to work all morning and all 
evening at his trade and to teach in the midday hours. It shows us two things—the 
eagerness of Paul to teach and the eagerness of the Christians to learn. The only time 
they had was when others rested in the heat of the day—and they seized that time. It may 
well put many of us to shame for complaining that things are inconvenient at times.”  
The result of this prolonged ministry was that the Word of the Lord reached both Jews and 
Gentiles not only in Ephesus but throughout the province of which it was capital. 
 
Johnson suggests the church at nearby Colossae was probably planted by Epaphras 
during this time (Col.1:7) and the origins of many of the churches addressed in the Book of 
Revelation probably date back to this period as well. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arteriosclerosis


So the fruit of all this was that the region was evangelised. He did not travel the province 
himself to evangelise, instead as J.F. McArthur suggests “Paul’s very effective strategy for 
evangelism was teaching the word, make disciples, and let them spread the gospel.”   
 
Acts 19:11-12 
The word is accompanied with “extraordinary miracles.” 
 
Willaim Larkin sets the background –  
One side of paganism in the ancient world was the attempt to manipulate spiritual forces 
via magical incantations, ritual acts and paraphernalia in order to ward off evil and bring 
well-being. Ephesus was a city most hospitable to magicians, sorcerers and charlatans of 
all sorts. Attached to the statue of Artemis, the city's chief goddess, were certain symbols, 
ta Ephesia grammata, which had been turned into a magical formula.  
 
In a divine initiative, God weds extraordinary miracles with the spread of the Word of the 
Lord throughout Asia, a territory that Satan had firmly and manifestly in his grasp.  
Paul was the human instrument that carried out the miracles but it was God Who was 
actually performing them. These miracles opened the door for the Gospel in a city steeped 
in the practice of the occult. These miracles also confirmed that God's Spirit was working 
in and through Paul. It is likely that the people in Ephesus regarded Paul as having 
superhuman power to heal, and it is a testimony to the humility of Paul that he did not seek 
recognition. 
 
As Longnecker observes 
“Ephesus was the home of all sorts of magic and superstition, and the phrase “Ephesian 
writings” was common in antiquity for documents containing spells and magic formulae. So 
it need not be thought unnatural that just as Paul met his audience at the point of common 
ground ideologically in order to lead them on to the Good News of salvation in Christ, so at 
Ephesus he acted in the way here depicted. 
 
Luke's interest throughout this chapter is in emphasizing the supernatural power of the 
gospel. Therefore, he has highlighted these "extraordinary miracles.” The quality which 
made them unusual was that they were performed by carrying away these items from the 
body of Paul, so that the miracles were accomplished at a distance from him. 
 
It would seem that both the “handkerchiefs” (more like a sweatband) and “apron” (usually 
worn by a servant or a labourer) were what Paul would wear in the ordinary course of his 
tent-making labours.  
 
“I love the thought that, even when Paul was doing “secular” work, he was impacting 
others with the gospel. That is a good principle for all of us to grasp.” says D. van Meter 
Van Meter also says the miracles served the preaching of the Word and secondly, God 
understands contextualisation better than we ever will, and therefore God freely does what 
He needs to do to reach his people. 
 
Put another way, A.T. Robertson suggests “God condescends to meet us in our ignorance 
and weakness where he can reach us.” And Paul was certainly playing his part to the full. 
Two repercussions of Paul’s teaching and the “extraordinary miracles are the almost 
comical situation with the seven sons of Sceva and then a Bon-fire of “magic books”. What 
not to do followed by what to do if you like. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephesia_Grammata


Acts 19:13 - 16  
Greeks and Romans respected Jews as experts on things spiritual and especially as 
exorcists. Some Jewish exorcists tried to employ the name of Jesus to expel evil spirits. 
After all, Jesus was known to have released many from demonic enslavement, and now 
his messenger Paul was doing the same in Ephesus. When the seven sons of Sceva, a 
Jewish chief priest (or so he claimed), tried to manipulate Jesus’ name in his way their 
attempt backfired. 
 
Having heard Paul use the name of Jesus, these unbelieving Jewish exorcists also used 
the name in attempt to perform their magic. As noted, the scene is almost humorous. The 
demon responds, with some derision no doubt, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who 
are you?” The words “know” in this reply are translations of different Greek words. The 
first, in relation to Jesus, speaks of an intimate, profound knowledge; the second, in 
relation to Paul, speaks of a recognition. The demon knew exactly who Jesus was, and he 
knew of Paul, but he had no intention of obeying frauds. How embarrassing for the 
exorcists! 
 
As Longnecker observes, “The name of Jesus, like an unfamiliar weapon misused, 
exploded in their hands; and they were taught a lesson about the danger of using the 
name of Jesus in their dabbling in the supernatural.” 
 
Those who try to combat the powers of evil (there is no doubting their reality here) through 
techniques and stratagems of power rather than through humble trust in the Jesus 
preached by Paul will find themselves beaten by an enemy far stronger and more cunning 
than they. 
 
Ironically, the fact that Jesus’ name did not “work” when used as a magic word caused the 
Ephesian populace to magnify Jesus’ name all the more – for some, the believers, this 
was in the form of being awe-struck; while for the unbeliever it was much more a sense of 
foreboding and fearfulness. 
 
Like those in Ephesus, we do well to recognise/acknowledge appropriately the spiritual 
reality that surrounds us. It is not melodramatic to say that this is war. 2 Cor. 10 and 
Ephesians 6:10-20 make that very clear, they also make it abundantly clear who the 
winners and losers are. 
 
This spiritually conscious/obsessed city and its people had been placed on notice. To 
stand in the light or remain in the darkness?  
 
Acts 19: 17 – 20 
Clearly, those who had previously believed on Christ were now moved to a deeper 
repentance.  
 
The Christians, began to clean up their own lives, it seems they divulged their hidden 
practices, confessed what they were doing in private. These were relatively new Christians 
and perhaps they had never thought that anything was wrong with these practices.  
But as they sat under the teaching of the apostle and saw the kingdom of God and how 
God longs to set people free, they began to see that what they had been doing -- the 
astrology, the reliance on horoscopes, the belief in the influence of the stars, and all their 
other superstitious practices -- had held them in bondage.  The matter of the seven sons 
underlined the need to choose one side or the other. 
 



Many made that choice, bring books and paraphernalia and burning it publically. 
Robertson says this: “It likely was not completed in one day but continued. Their actions 
give us an excellent illustration of genuine confession and repentance. They backed up 
their words with their actions, always a good thing to do, especially when it has to do with 
confessing sin (1 Jn 1:9+). 
 
Lenski points out that 50,000 "was a lot of money to be consigned to the flames. It was 
one of the best investments these believers ever made. And no one had the brilliant idea 
of selling these bibloi to the pagans and the Jews and of setting the price aside for sacred 
use. Incidentally, this sum of 50,000 drachmae gives some indication as to the size to 
which the Ephesian congregation had grown." 
 
Jack Andrews says 
The power of God was seen in the salvation, repentance, and separation of the people. 
The Word of the Lord was proving itself superior, gaining mastery as Paul and his disciples 
proclaimed it throughout Asia. 
 
Such is the power of the Word of God! Don't ever underestimate the power of the Word. 
Someone may pretend that the Word you spoke to them had no effect, but rest assured, it 
did affect them one way or another (same sun that softens the wax, hardens the clay) and 
one of the most frightening effects is that every time they hear the Gospel and reject it, they 
become more hardened in their heart. Back to the start of our study, if you like we have 
come full circle. 
 
The impact of Christianity on the Ephesian community (and the province) was 
unmistakable. This transformation would hit some in the heart and others in the pocket.  – 
And yes, it does lead to a riot!! But that is next week.   
 
 
 
 
 
For reflection in the week to come  
 
Ephesus: by-the-sea and influential.  
 
But… 
 
What happened to bring about its gradual decline until its harbour was no longer crowded 
with ships and the city was no longer a flourishing metropolis? Was it smitten by plagues, 
destroyed by enemies, or demolished by earthquakes? No, silt was the reason for its 
downfall—silent and non-violent silt. Over the years, fine sedimentary particles slowly filled 
up the harbour, separating the city from the economic life of the sea traders. Little evil 
practices, little acts of disobedience may seem harmless. (Song 2:15) But let the silt of sin 
gradually accumulate, and we will find ourselves far from God. Life will become a spiritual 
ruin. In the book of Hebrews we are warned of the danger of “the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb 
3:13+). James said that the attractive pleasures of sin are really a mask covering death (Jas 
1:15+).God forbid that we let the "silt of sin" accumulate in our lives! 
 
Rev.2:1-7 is also worth a read. 
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