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Dear friends,

“Grace and Truth” were words that really stood out for me as
we revisited the powerful opening verses of John’s Gospel a
number of times in the Christmas period and early new year.

They present tremendous comfort to us but they can also be
rare and elusive commodities.  Like the peace which Jesus also offers we could
say that these are things which the world does not give, at least readily.

Jesus is more than just an example of both.  He is their perfect archetype and
their source.  He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  He was full of both Grace
and Truth.  We don’t make them or find them in ourselves; we receive them as
his gift and allow them to grow in our lives as we become more like him.

I’ve mentioned a few times at how moved I have been at the examples of grace
and love shown in our Church family over the last year.  Sometimes, however,
people need a little persuasion in order to be willing to receive the gracious
acts around them. If you are trying to help people it is worth persisting.  The
New Testament hints that it is possible to become a little weary in doing good
so I also pray that we won’t experience that kind of fatigue as we continue to
endure the restrictions imposed on us.

This newsletter replaces our normal magazine and will hopefully reach many
people- everything in it is designed to be shared- so please feel free to pass
on the information enclosed.  Perhaps it might offer you some help or inspire
you to be a help to someone else.  I hope it is a blessing to you.

I am prayerful that it will soon be easier for us to meet face to face again.  I
anticipate a significant time of celebration as we have the liberty to resume
many aspects of church life.  May 2021 be a year of good news.

Yours in Christ’s Grace and Truth, Gareth

A letter from the Vicar



Stay at Home + 
or online and on the move too!

Rev Ken writes:
During previous lockdown periods the church building has been
open each Wednesday for private prayer from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We
are NOT doing that on this occasion.  It seems right to support the
Executive’s clear "Stay at Home" message as much as we can.

While the sanctuary of our building is a great comfort to many we
would encourage you to find a place in or around your own home
were you can consciously step out of your routine and step into a
time to wait on God in prayer and reflection. You might do his once
a week or once a day.  The Church of Ireland has daily services on
its website.

A second change we are making to the weekly programme is, to
ask you NOT to come to the church grounds on a Friday at 2.00pm
before "prayer-walking" in and around Holywood. Rather, when you
take your daily exercise let me ask you to intentionally "prayer-walk"
for the places and people that the presence of God would spill into
people's lives and circumstances. Rather than a few "prayer-walkers"
we will have have lots of prayer on
loads of Holywood streets. One tip:
keep at least one eye open! Give
it a go, please.

Lastly and no change with this
one:
Parish Prayer Meetings
continue Wednesday evenings
at 7:30pm on Zoom

Meeting ID   844 1838 6537
Passcode   107528.

Prayers for
Holywood

Monday 25th
January
on Zoom at 8.00pm
Log in through
the Parish Website

www.zoom.us
www.holywoodparishchurch.co.uk


Supporting Holywood Parish
Like many charities and like many households the Holywood Parish’s
income diminished in 2020.

We hope that income may recover in 2021 and allow us to continue to
resource the parish’s mission and ministry.  However, with worshipping
numbers on Sundays dropping to less than half our normal level we
appreciate that many have not had the opportunity to give to the parish in
the normal way.  We also know that some parishioners may need to
reduce the amount they have previously donated to the parish.

If you would like to speak to Brian Beatty, our Honorary Treasurer, about
any aspect of parish finances and your contribution, please contact him
through the parish office.  Standing order forms and bank transfer details
can easily be made available to you.  Thank you for your faithful support.

Try Alpha Online
While many aspects of social and work life are on hold
during the periods of enforced lockdown, the opportunity
to participate on something like the Alpha course is still available.

Alpha offers a friendly environment in which to ask questions about
faith.  Even when we can’t meet face to face it is also a great way to
meet new people and enjoy some company while exploring real life
issues.

Along with our neighbouring parishes of Glencraig and Knocknagoney,
with whom we are partnering in the distribution of John’s Gospels we
will be running an online course beginning on the 11th February.

You can register to be part of Alpha at:
www.lovelightlife-alpha.eventbrite.co.uk

Please share this invitation widely- we aren’t even limited by geography
or travel distance!
Who might be our most distant
participant? love, light, life

www.lovelightlife-alpha.eventbrite.co.uk


hopeiving
Thank you to all everyone who supports our monthly Storehouse appeals.

Restrictions permitting* a collection for
Storehouse will take place on Sunday
14th February and Monday 15th
February from 10.00am-12.00noon in
the Church Car Park.

The particular request this month is for
tinned meats and pasta sauces (not
pasta).  Thank you!

Pastoral Ministry  Support
If you would like to speak to one of the clergy, know that someone has gone
into hospital or have a prayer request that you would like to share with the
prayer ministry team please use the contact details on the back page.

If you know someone who needs help which you cannot offer yourself- in
terms of food, grocery shopping, collecting prescriptions etc. please get in
touch with us as soon as possible.

*Please only travel to the church campus if it is permissible to do so.

General Vestry Register
The Parish’s General Vestry register is open for review
until a meeting of the Select Vestry on the
22nd February 2021.

If you are over 18 years old and have made a donation
to parish funds in 2020 or 2021 to date then you
should join the register to play a role in the decision
making processes of our parish.  Please contact the
parish office for a copy of the registration form.

It is not necessary to register again if your name is
already on the list.

We hope that it will be possible to hold our General
Vestry meeting for 2021 on Monday 22nd March.



Check out what we're up to on our Instagram page:
@holywoodparish_youth

Zoom Meetings
Every Tuesday, 7.00pm - 8.30pm for all in school Year 8 - 14 We post
the link to our zoom meetings weekly on social media.

HPY Online Worship
Saturday 23rd January 2021 We are putting together a recorded
service that will be streamed on Facebook and YouTube. If you want to
get involved in planning and producing the service then contact us via
DMs, Messenger, Email, phone etc. to find out more information!

Daily Bible Verses
We're posting a different Bible verse every day on our Instagram story
from the YouVersion Bible App.

Morning Kickstart
Each morning during this lockdown we are posting a live video at
8.00am of some morning exercise routines to help encourage you to
give a good kickstart to your day, with a short morning prayer.

Evening Reflections
Every evening we're posting a live video at 9.00pm to reflect on the day
gone by with a short devotion from a passage of Scripture and some
prayer to encourage you finish your day with a healthy rhythm.

Question Time
Every Wednesday from 7.00pm to 8.00pm we will be posting an "ask
me a question" on our story where you can ask our leaders any
question you wish! We know we don't have all the answers but want to
engage in the topics that are most important to you.

Contact Details
Paul O’Neill (Parish Youth Worker)
Email: paulmatthewoneill@gmail.com   Mobile: 07545 383603

mailto:paulmatthewoneill@gmail.com


Angela, our Children’s and Family worker, and her team have created a
great resource for family devotional life when we cannot be together in
person.

GIGGLE stands for “God is Good - Go Love Each Other”

The boxes are designed to be used flexibly and are particularly suitable
for children up to the age of 11 (including tiny tots!)- you simply adapt
the contents to your own circumstances.

 Each box contains:

A Bible story broken up into sessions to enjoy together.
Craft Activities
Sleeping Lions- a guide to spending time in God’s presence.
Popcorn Prayers -  some prompt for praying together.
Squirrel Time - making opportunities to pray for others as a family
and individually.
Journalling Notes- space for older children who want to go further by
writing down what God has been teaching them.

A member of the team will get in touch to see how you are getting on
with the box and fresh content will also be added.

To receive your GIGGLE Box
please send Angela an email at
angela.megarry@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:angela.megarry@hotmail.co.uk


www.holywoodparishchurch.co.uk

Event or Group Platform
Sunday Services at 11.00am

And evenings as
advertised

Website

YouTube

Facebook Live
Monday Parish Fellowship Bible

Readings
Zoom

Tuesday Live Contemporary
Worship with Simon
Burrowes

Facebook Live

Wednesday Parish Prayer Meeting Zoom

Detailed log-in details for these gatherings are usually shared through our
parish facebook page, www.facebook.com/holywoodparishchurch, but if you
prefer things by e-mail please contact the parish office.  It is also possible to
dial in and participte in Zoom meetings as a local rate phone call.

Parish Office, 71 Church Road, Holywood
Phone  028 9042 3622
E-mail   info@holywoodparishchurch.co.uk

Gareth Harron, Vicar    07711 885317
Ken McGrath, Associate Vicar 07988 391508

www.facebook.com/holywoodparishchurch
www.youtube.com/holywoodparish
www.holywoodparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/holywoodparishchurch
mailto:info@holywoodparishchurch.co.uk
mailto:info@holywoodparishchurch.co.uk

