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30th June 2020 

Resuming ‘In Church’ Worship 
 
Dear friends 
 
As Government and Church of Ireland guidelines have now been relaxed to permit gatherings of 
people for Sunday worship we are delighted that, after more than 3 months, services will now resume 
on a face to face basis in our parish. 
 
You will appreciate that our Select Vestry and Staff team must adjust the way we normally do things 
in order to avoid undue risk and provide a safe setting for public worship.  In line with directions from 
Stormont and the Diocese, the Select Vestry and the Parish Staff have given much consideration to 
actions we can take to achieve this. The following is a long message with lots of information to take 
in. However, if you have questions that are not covered here- please get in touch with us as soon as 
possible. 
 
We are phasing the return of services as follows: 
 
In the month of July, and subject to regular review, services will happen at: 
9.45am in the Parish Centre and 11.30am in the Parish Church 
 
Using both the Church of St Philip and St James and the Parish Centre allows us to maximise our 
capacity and helps with cleaning.  The number of people permitted to attend is not a rigidly fixed 
number i.e. a household group is able to sit together as long as the next person or household is 2 
metres away- so the stewards on hand will have to make a call on when the service is full. Capacity 
will still be considerably reduced overall as we will not be able to provide our normal 5 services per 
Sunday.  This is unavoidable if we want to reduce the possibility of infection. 
 
Please be conscious that you will have to queue outside on arrival. Wardens and stewards will be 
on hand to welcome you to services and answer any questions you may have.  The fairest way for 
us to manage attendance is on a ‘first come’ basis.  We are very reluctant to turn anyone away from 
divine worship and we will offer alternatives- but please arrive in good time for services.  We will 
try to avoid long queues outside.  
 
You will be guided to the best entrance and exit as one way systems will be in place in both locations. 
 
Most of us will have encountered social distancing guidelines over the last few months. They will 
apply to every aspect of church life for the foreseeable future.  The Diocese still has a 2m social 
distancing policy and we will have signage in place to remind you.  It doesn’t stop us smiling at one 
another! 
 
You will also be required to use hand sanitizer as you enter the church or hall- using either the one 
provided or your own.  It would be helpful if you bring your own tissues as required.  Pedal bins will 
be available for safe disposal.  We ask that, as far as possible, you avoid unnecessary contact with 
pews, handrails, furnishings and other surfaces. 
 
Toilets in the Church building and in the Parish Centre will be locked and only be available in the 
event of an emergency. We hope you understand and can factor this into your decision to attend.  In 
addition- no food or drink will be served or can be consumed during services. 
 
Please follow any government guidance regarding face coverings.  Wearing a mask has been 



recommended by Stormont but is not mandatory.  Many people attending church will choose to wear 
a mask. In the event they are made mandatory then we will simply all have to wear one.  The parish 
will not be in a position to provide masks for worshippers.    
 
In the interest of social distancing, you may not be able to sit in your familiar/favourite spot in the 
building.  On arrival you will be directed to a seat- filling in from the front to the back and at the end 
of the service those in the rear pews will be invited to leave first to avoid bottlenecks.  Pews or seats 
available to you will be clearly marked. Please note that if you wish to sit with members of your 
household you will need to arrive at the same time as them.  While we want everyone to be able to 
attend- we will also be streaming all services live on the internet; you should visit the live page 
on the parish website: www.holywoodparishchurch.co.uk/live. 
 
To facilitate contact tracing in the event of confirmed cases of the virus, we are required to record 
your attendance at services.  We have included an example of the card on which we invite you to 
put your contact details. Cards will be provided at services but you should bring your own pen. 
Please deposit these cards in the receptacle provided.  The list of contact details is only used for the 
purpose of contacting you after a confirmed case.  Otherwise, the list of attendees will be sealed 
after the service and disposed of after 1 calendar month if it has not been needed. 
 
All services will be shorter in duration. There will be no congregational singing. We are particularly 
keen to get back to singing but at the moment our instruction is to avoid it.  For at least the month of 
July none of our services will include Holy Communion.  While we value the sacramental life of the 
Church, ways of safely distributing communion at distance are being trialled across the Church of 
Ireland and we beg your patience as we resolve the best model for Holywood Parish. 
 
Service books and bibles will not be distributed. Please bring your own bible.  Liturgy will be 
projected onto the screens to avoid unnecessary paper. 
 
We appreciate that some of you will want to be especially cautious in returning to public worship.  In 
the event that you have been advised to ‘shield’ or isolate then we do not expect you to attend. In 
order that we protect one another please do not attend church if you or a member of your 
household are still experiencing or have not yet recovered from symptoms of Covid-19. If you 
feel unwell during a service, please bring this to the attention of the wardens or welcome team who 
will be trained to help you. 
 
The offering will be received at the end of the service. No plate will be passed around. The majority 
of people in Holywood Parish contribute by Standing Order.  This has been especially helpful during 
this period when we have been unable to gather. If you would like to discuss giving by standing order, 
bank transfer, text message, contactless payment etc. please speak to our Honorary Treasurer, Brian 
Beatty through the Parish Office. Thank you for your generous support of the mission and 
ministry of our parish. 
 
To those of you struggling with the effects of lockdown and many who have suffered illness or 
bereavement we express our prayerful sympathy.  We continue to pray for breakthroughs towards a 
vaccine, more effective treatments and ultimately an end to this virus.  We have also been inspired 
and encouraged by stories of neighbourliness and care over these last few months. Only God knows 
the impact of the sacrificial acts which have blessed many people in our community in recent weeks- 
but if you have practical or pastoral needs today with which we can help- please get in touch with us 
through the Parish Office. 
 
It could be that between your receiving this letter and your arrival at church that circumstances or 
guidelines change in ways that are beyond our control. Please be patient with adjusting to the 
changes outlined above as we are learning too and your safety and good health is our paramount 
concern.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Gareth Harron, Vicar    garethharron@btinternet.com Phone 07711 885317 
Ken McGrath, Associate Vicar  revken.mcgrath@gmail.com Phone 07988 391508 
Heather McCord, Honorary Secretary to the Select Vestry 
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